JENNYSWELL OUT OF SCHOOL CARE @ LOCHFIELD

                        SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER
General News
Firstly, I would like to say a big welcome back to everyone now that the schools have returned and extend that welcome to all our new parents and children who have joined us for the new term.  I hope you all enjoyed the summer break and good weather because as you know, it doesn’t stay sunny here for long !!
Staffing
As you will have noticed on your return, we have a new staff member with us, Claire Wedlock, who will be working at Lochfield with Shiela.  Some of you may already know Claire as she has covered within Lochfield  before. Claire previously worked with us in Todholm Out Of School Care and from her experience will be working with your children, creating fresh, exciting, new ideas for the term ahead.  Lisa, who you all know, has now stopped for Maternity leave and has given bith to a baby girl called Iona. 

Updates To Paperwork
We have recently been updating all of our paperwork and included in this, we have updated the application forms and the Terms & Conditions.  For those parents who have provided an email address I have emailed copies of the T&C as well as  4  policies (Absence, Complaints, Child Protection, Collection of Children) which we feel are important for  you, as parents to have. The staff at Lochfield  have been handing out new application forms and we are looking for these to be returned, signed, no later than one week from them being issued to you. This is so we can update our records with immediate effect. Parents who have not provided  us with an email address will be given paper copies of our T&C as well as the 4policies.
As this is the start of the new term,  I am aware that you may feel that you are being  given a lot of paperwork, however, in order to continue to provide a good quality service for both you and your child(ren) , I am  trying to gather as much information  as possible to ensure our service reflects the needs of everyone attending and continues to improve.

What the Childen are working on this month

Within the out of school care, the children have chosen “food” as their theme for the month. So far, the children have been using junk boxes and cardboard and have created a “kitchen” in their imaginative area. They will be adding to this with  toys and creative resources of clay and playdough to make food.  The children have also organised their own range of cold cooking activities for the month and have been involved in ordering the ingredients for their recepies.  This will see the children taking part in a different cooking activity each wk in September.

As we have just returned for a new term, staff will be working alongside your children to find out about their interests for the new term  and experiences over the summer holidays. “All about me”booklets will be available for the children to complete where staff hope to gain an insight into what each individual child likes and is interested in. Staff will then use this information with the children to plan activities and access resources which are current and of interest to the children. 
Buddy System

Now that our P.1 children have started,  Lochfield out of school care have developed a buddy system.  This involves older children within Lochfield pairing up with our new and younger children to welcome them into the out of school care setting. Through the buddy system, the older children will be available to help settle new children and show them where everything is. It also helps to develop friendships with new children and make them feel included within the out of school care setting.  Staff are also carrying out inductions with the children, where children will have a little booklet to keep. This will involve staff showing children where equipment, toilets etc are, reminding children of hygiene practices and going over the o.s.c rules with children. This will be particularly beneficial to our new children as well as well as a reminder to children attended last term.

Some photos of our recent cold cooking activity – making sandwiches
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Lochfield Out Of School Care contacts :Tel: 0141 842 1188 (Jennyswell)     07751271806  (mobile)

                                                                  e-mail – angelajennyswell@aol.com
