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                   3-5 ROOM NEWSLETTER ~ DECEMBER ’11 

In recent and previous surveys with parents, some of our parents have requested more detailed newsletters specific to their child’s age.  This is the first newsletter done in this particular way and we are eager for your feedback on the layout and information within it.  Please feel free to let the staff know what you think about them.
As Christmas approaches, the 3-5 room will be extremely busy.  There will be a few important dates so remember to note them in your diaries.
WEATHER      [image: image2.wmf]
Could we please remind all parents it is Jennyswell’s policy to provide the children with plenty of outdoor play which is still occurring in the playroom on a regular basis. Please ensure your child is suitably attired for all weather conditions to assist staff in providing outdoor experiences for your child as often as possible.  This includes hats, scarf, gloves and wellies.  It would also be an advantage for these items to remain within the nursery to facilitate outdoor play and learning as the weather changes rapidly in Scotland!.

On that note could parents please ensure that jackets only are placed on the pegs and that the children’s bags are placed in the unit provided (beside the 3-5 room stairs)
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The theme for the month will be Christmas and the children will be participating in a range of creative activities including stockings, Christmas trees, Santa’s, cards, calendars and reindeers.
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	AREA OF CURRICULUM
	LEARNING OUTCOME
	SOME ACTIVITIES

	Literacy
	Sharing stories and mark-making
	· Christmas stories

·  tools for writing and drawing
· Various stories and rhymes

	Numeracy and mathematics
	Patterns 
	· Recognizing, copying and creating different patterns using colours and shape

	Health and wellbeing
	Choices and decisions
	· Self- selection throughout areas 
· Allowing informed choices and recognising consequences

	Social studies
	Weather
	· Weather books
· Outdoor play and learning

· Outings

· Recording weather

	Sciences
	Water
	· Water changes and processes – steam, ice liquid

	Technology
	ICT learning
	· Programmable toys
· Story cd’s

	Religious and moral education
	Birth of Jesus
	· Nativity 

	Expressive arts
	Performance and drama
	· Christmas concert and songs


Outwith these curricular activities the children will be doing different activities at group-time.
Blue group – Weather books

Red group – rhyming activities and shapes
Green group 1 – baking Christmas goodies and working on Individual Learning Plans
Green group 2- making plans and junk models
PARENT ACTIVITY SESSIONS

We are looking for willing parent’s to join in with some sessions, and become involved with the physical play sessions and various Christmas activities we provide ~ please speak to staff who will arrange a time for you to join in if you are interested.

HUNTERHILL DATES FOR DECEMBER

Friday 09/12/11 – 10.00-11.00 am - Practice for concert

Tuesday 13/12/11 – 10.00-11.00 am – Practice for concert

Please note we will leave the nursery at 9.35am on these mornings.  Please advise if not attending on the day.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT



The 3-5 room will be performing their Christmas Concert at: Hunterhill Community Centre on 
Friday 16th December at 3p.m – 4p.m. A fun packed storytelling extravaganza with plenty of singing, dancing, and festive cheer. All children must bring in a white t-shirt & black trousers, santa hat and tinsel strip in a clearly labeled bag and handed into the 3-5 room by Monday 12th December.

All children will be performing on the day - if your child/ren do not attend nursery on this                         day please drop off @ Hunterhill for 3pm already dressed.

All parents are invited to join us –  as with the Summer Concert tickets can be purchased for £2 per ticket, please speak to staff to purchases your ticket/s prior to the event. PLEASES NOTE TICKETS WILL BE REQUIRED ON ENTRY!!!!!!!!
CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Christmas lunch will be THURSDAY 22ND DECEMBER @ 12.00-13.00pm

This is for the children who attend on this day, however if you wish to bring your child in for this please ask staff for a booking form as extra sessions are available.

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Thursday 22nd December 2.45p.m – 4.45p.m
(Santa arrives @ 4.30p.m) [image: image5.png]



All children are invited to attend, if your child/ren does not attend on this day they should be dropped off at nursery at 2.45p.m and collected by 4.45p.m. If you are coming along to see your child receive their present from Santa please arrive for 4.20p.m.
HOLIDAY CLOSING AND RE-OPENING TIMES
Please note the nursery closes at 4pm on Friday 23rd December and re-opens on Wednesday 4th January 2012
PARENTS COMMITTEE
Our Jennyswell Parents’ committee’ has been very busy this month and are near the point of constitution as a group in their own right.  The group works alongside Jennyswell but is an independent group and we would like to take this opportunity to thank the parents involved.  Please note that any parent wishing to join our group can do so by speaking to the committee members posted in the hallway or speaking to Elaine.
Tear off slip for concert

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I will/will not be attending the Jennyswell Christmas concert on Friday 16th December
I require _________ tickets for ____ adults and ___ children to attend.

I have included the amount of _________ ( cash/cheque) to book my tickets

Signed: __________________




Date_________________
